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By persistent and heroic efforts, the little "Black Man," r& he was
dubbed by the Marquis of Salisbury, had at length succeeded in
effecting a breach in the jealously guarded citadel of St. Stephen's,
The electors of Central Finsbury had yielded to his untiring energy
and determined purpose, and to their eternal honour had returned
him to Parliament as their representative. The news sent a thrill of
joy through the length and breadth of the land, and in every quarter
there were demonstrations of the pride and satisfaction with which
the people regarded the remarkable triumph of their countryman. A
public meeting was held in Bombay under the auspices of the
Bombay Presidency Association on 23 July 1892, when Sir Dinshaw
Petit was voted to the chair. The Governor, Lord Harris, wired a
graceful message that he had much pleasure in placing the Town
Hall at the disposal of the organizers of the meeting. The principal
resolution was moved by Pherozeshah. He described the struggle
upon which Dadabhai Naoroji had been engaged as a Seven Years'
"War, the opening campaign of which had taken place in the rooms
of the Association in 1885, when the important decision had been
reached to carry the war, as it were, into the enemy's country. The
speaker recalled with pardonable pride that on that occasion he had
strongly advocated the taking of Indian questions into the arena of
party politics, a view which, though unsupported at the time, had
mice found acceptance with Dadabhai and other political associates.
He claimed that that policy had been amply vindicated, and he
reiterated his conviction that there was no salvation for India until
Indian questions were sifted in the fierce light of Party contention.
After this preliminary discourse, Pherozeshah turned to pro-
nounce a handsome eulogy on the political rishi, at whose feet he
had sat with a number of other young men who had since distin-
guished themselves. Referring to the comments of The Pioneer and
other kindred critics, who had never felt a generous impulse towards
the people of this country, and who did not see in the event anything
temaitable or romantic, Pherozeshah observed:
But it may be pardoned to us, if nurtured in some of the
TObkst traditions of English history, we allow ourselves for a
raraeet to be carried away by sentiment, if we venture to con-